


The Cold War 

• “The free peoples of the world look to us for 

support in maintaining their freedoms. If we falter 

in our leadership, we may endanger the peace of 

the world.” 

– Harry S. Truman, March 12th, 1947 (Truman 

Doctrine) 

 

• After WWII, America was powerful and 

prosperous, but it was also troubled and uncertain 

about the future.  

• The two WWII allies soon became post-war 

adversaries as both the United States and Soviet 

Union contributed to an atmosphere of hostility and 

suspicion that quickly clouded the peace.  



Origins of the Cold War 

• Yalta Peace Conference 

(February 1945) 

1. Churchill, FDR and Stalin 

2. Agreed to a United Nations  

– General Assembly  

– Security Council with 5 

permanent members 

3. Stalin promised free 

elections in Poland 

4. Germany would be divided 

into 4 occupation zones 

5. Berlin would also be divided 

into 4 occupation zones 



Origins of the Cold War 

• Harry Truman became president and 

had almost no foreign policy 

experience. He did not trust and even 

hated Joseph Stalin and the Soviet 

Union 

• Truman and Stalin met at the Potsdam 

Conference in July 1945 and had a 

falling out over eastern Europe and the 

future of Germany 

• The communists were gaining power in 

China under Mao Zedong as America 

supported the nationalist forces of 

Chiang Kai-Shek. 

• The decision was made to quickly 

revive Japan and make it an American 

ally to combat the potential communist 

threat from China 



Origins of the Cold War 
• A new American foreign policy was emerging known as “Containment” as 

the United States and its allies would work to contain the threat of further 

Soviet expansion.  

• George F. Kennan was the American diplomat who argued that, “a long-

term patient but firm and vigilant containment of Russian expansive 

tendencies” was needed. 

1. He believed that America needed to focus their interest on nations 

of vital and strategic importance.  

2. In his later years, he was very critical of America’s war in Vietnam. 



Origins of the Cold War 
• In March of 1947, Harry Truman 

used Kennan’s ideas as the basis 

of his Truman Doctrine 

1. Free people look to us for 

support and leadership 

2. The best way to help was 

financially $$$ 

3. Greece and Turkey were given 

$400 million in economic and 

military aid to resist communist 

pressures 

• America pumped $13 billion into 

western Europe to help those 

nations rebuild their war-torn 

economies = Marshall Plan 



Origins of the Cold War 
• When Stalin blockaded West Berlin, Truman responded with an 11 

month long massive airlift to supply the city with food, fuel, medicine, and 

all other essential items. 

• To counteract the Soviet threat in Europe, The United States helped to 

form the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) with Canada and 12 

Western European nations. 

– An attack against one was an attack against all 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• In 1949, the Soviet Union exploded its first atomic weapon and China fell 

to communism 

 

 



Origins of the Cold War 
• Mobilizing for the Cold War 

1. In 1948, a peace time draft was established 

2. The Atomic Energy Commission was 

established in 1946 and Truman approved 

the development of the hydrogen bomb in 

1950. 

3. The National Security Act of 1947 

revolutionized America’s military and 

diplomatic institutions. 

• Department of Defense was established. 

• National Security Council (NSC) would govern 

foreign and military policy out of the White House. 

• Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) was established 

for gathering information 

4. The President was given greatly expanded 

powers to pursue America’s international 

goals 

 



Origins of the Cold War 
• In this atmosphere of an escalating 

crisis, the National Security Council 

issued a report called NSC-68 

which outlined a shift in American 

foreign policy. 

1. America could no longer rely 

on other nations to resist 

communism, but must instead 

take a firm and active role in 

the noncommunist world. 

2. Must move to stop communist 

expansion anywhere in the 

world regardless of strategic or 

economic interest. 

3. Called for a major military 

expansion as defense budget 

was quadrupled 

 



American Society and Politics after the War 

• The Servicemen’s Readjustment 

Act of 1944, better known as The 

G.I. Bill of Rights, provided 

economic and educational 

assistance to veterans 

• This and other government 

spending led to two years of 

serious inflation. 

• The inflation led to a series of 

strikes and labor unrest. 

• The reconversion to a post-war 

economy was particularly hard for 

millions of women and minorities 

who lost their jobs to returning 

veterans.  

 



American Society and Politics after the War 

• Truman submitted an economic plan after WWII known as the Fair Deal. 

1. Expanded Social Security 

2. Raised the minimum wage 

3. More federal spending and investment for employment 

4. Public housing and environmental projects 

5. National Health Insurance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• In 1946, the Republicans won control of both Houses of Congress, with the 

campaign slogan, “Had Enough?” 

• The new Republican Congress quickly moved to reduce government spending. 

• The Taft-Hartley Act was passed over Truman’s veto and it allowed states to 

pass “right-to-work” laws that eroded the power of unions. 

 

 

 



American Society and Politics after the War 

• The Election of 1948 

1. At the Democratic Party’s National Convention, two factions walked out. 

2. Southern Democrats opposed the civil rights plank of the party platform, 

and formed the state’s rights or Dixicrat Party. 

3. The party’s left wing formed the liberal Progressive Party. 

4. Republicans nominated Thomas Dewey of New York who appeared a 

shoe-in for President. 

5. Truman campaigned against the do-nothing, good-for-nothing Republican 

Congress. 

6. Truman pulled off the biggest upset in the history of presidential elections 

 



American Society and Politics after the War 

• Democrats won both Houses of 

Congress back in 1948 and passed a 

new minimum wage law, expanded 

Social Security, and passed a National 

Housing Act for low-income housing 

• Congress blocked National Health 

Insurance, and the Southern 

Democrats helped kill civil rights 

legislation 

• Americans had mixed feelings about 

Nuclear Energy as many marveled at 

the technological innovation while 

fearing its awesome destructive power 

1. 2/3 of Americans favored nuclear 

power 

2. Nuclear power plants started to spring 

up all over the country 

 



The Korean War 
• The American intervention in Korea was 

the first expression of the NSC-68 policy 

• Although Truman went even further by 

calling it a war of “liberation” to create a 

united, independent, and democratic 

Korea. 

• General Douglas MacArthur wanted to 

broaden the war and attack China directly 

when they entered the conflict. 

• On April 11, 1951, Truman relieved 

MacArthur of command after the two had 

public disagreements about how to wage 

the Korean War. 

• The war was a stalemate  and dragged 

on until 1953 with Korea still divided at 

the 38th parallel between communist 

North and democratic South. 

 



The Crusade Against Subversion 

• After America’s inability to conclude a minor border skirmish in a small 

country, many believed that something was wrong within this country.  

• An almost mass hysteria gripped the country, as the loss of China, the 

Soviets getting the atomic bomb, and the Korean conflict convinced 

many that there was a communist conspiracy within America’s borders.  

• The Republicans played on people’s fears of communism and attacked 

the Democrats as weak and un-American. 

• The House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC) held widely 

publicized investigations of the movie industry, arguing that communists 

were using Hollywood films to spread propaganda. 

 

 

 

 



The Crusade Against Subversion 

• As a young member of the House 

of Representatives, Richard 

Nixon, was able to convict a high 

level Democratic member of the 

State Department, Alger Hiss, of 

passing secrets to the Soviet 

Union (1950). 

• In response to public pressure, 

Congress passed The McCarran 

Internal Security Act in 1950, 

which subjected the American 

Communist Party and other 

“subversive” groups to intense 

scrutiny by the FBI. 

• Julius and Ethel Rosenberg were 

put on trial and sentenced to 

death for passing atomic secrets 

to the Soviet Union (1951) 

 

 

 

 



The Crusade Against Subversion 

• A pervasive fear swept America as the state and local governments 

joined the federal government in trying to purge itself of communism. 

• In this climate of paranoia, Senator Joseph McCarthy rose to prominence 

by making outlandish and repeated accusations of domestic subversion 

within the government 

• McCarthy accused Democrats of being guilty of “Twenty years of 

treason.” 

 



The Crusade Against Subversion 

• Amidst this climate of frustration and fear, the Republicans finally 

took back the White House after 20 years of a Democratic 

presidency. 

• Dwight D. Eisenhower and Richard M. Nixon won on a campaign 

of “Cleaning up the mess in Washington” and ending the Korean 

conflict.  

– Republicans also won both Houses of Congress 

 


