
“Presidents in general are not lovable. They’ve 
had to do too much to get where they are. But 

there was one president who was lovable – 
Teddy Roosevelt – and I loved him”  

– Walter Lippmann 



 

 Theodore Roosevelt 
brought to his 
office a broad 
conception of its 
powers and helped 
to establish the 
modern presidency 
 

 The 42-year-old 
Roosevelt became 
the youngest 
president ever after 
McKinley’s 
assassination 
 
 

Tell them some of my 
background, Rowe!  

 
It’s damn interesting! 



 As president, Teddy was a 
champion of moderate change 
and believed that the 
government should be the 
mediator for the public good 

 He preferred regulation not 
destruction of the trusts 
(“Trust Buster” = a myth) 

 Teddy did break up The 
Northern Securities Company a 
railroad monopoly in the 
northwest, as well as filed 40 
additional anti-trust suits 



  A bitter coal strike by United 
Mine Workers in 1902 
threatened the nation’s coal 
supplies for the winter, Teddy 
intervened and threatened to 
take over the mines if the 
owners did not submit to 
binding federal arbitration 

 Roosevelt was reelected by a 
wide margin in 1904 as he 
promised Americans a “Square 
Deal” 



 Roosevelt asked Congress 
for legislation to oversee 
railroad rates and received 
the Hepburn Act of 1906 

 He also got Congress to 
pass the Pure Food and 
Drug Act and the Meat 
Inspection Act (in response 
to The Jungle by Sinclair) 
 



 Roosevelt also proposed an: 

1. 8 Hour work day 

2. Workman’s Compensation 

3. Inheritance and Income Taxes 

4. Regulation of the Stock Market 
 

 But his reform program was stalled by 
conservatives in his own party and the courts 



 Roosevelt the 
Conservationalist 
1. First president to take an 

interest in the American 
conservation movement 

2. Established the federal 
government as the manager of 
the developing wilderness 

3. Restricted the development of 
millions acres of land by 
establishing the National 
Forest System and expanding 
the National Parks System 

 



 Roosevelt the Conservationalist 

4. Helped pass The Newlands Act which provided 
federal funds for the construction of dams, 
reservoirs, and canals in the West 

5. Teddy was good friends with John Muir who was 
the founder of the Sierra Club 

 



 Due to the Panic of 1907, 
opposition from conservatives in 
his party, and a promise not to 
seek reelection; Teddy retired at 
the age of 50 – briefly… 

 William Howard Taft was hand 
picked by Roosevelt as his 
successor  

 Did not have the charisma of 
Teddy 

 He tried to satisfy both 
progressives and conservatives, 
and alienated both, eventually 
siding with the conservatives 



 After 2 years abroad, Teddy 
Roosevelt returned to 
America and embarked on a 
National Speaking Tour to 
denounce Taft and try to 
unite the Republican party 
behind his leadership 

 On September 1st, 1910 in 
Osawatomie, Kansas, 
Roosevelt outlined his “New 
Nationalism” of social justice 
through vigorous action of a 
strong federal government 
led by the president 



 In 1912, Roosevelt 
challenged Taft for the 
Republican nomination, but 
the old guard party leaders 
made sure that Taft 
received the nomination 
(Roosevelt was too radical) 

 Teddy Roosevelt responded 
by starting a third party 
candidacy and running for 
president as a member of 
the New Progressive Party, 
better known as the Bull 
Moose Party 



 Taft and Roosevelt split the Republican vote, 
and Woodrow Wilson the Democrat is elected 
to the presidency  



 Woodrow Wilson’s 
progressive program was 
called “The New Freedom” 

 Wilson did not want to just 
regulate trusts and 
monopolies, he wanted to 
destroy them 

 Wilson had Congress 
substantially lower the tariff 
to allow for foreign 
competition to challenge 
the power of the trusts 



 To make up for lost revenue 
from the tariff, Congress 
enacted the first graduated 
income tax, 1% on individuals 
and corporations making over 
$4,000 all the way to a 
whopping 6% for incomes 
over $500,000 

 16th Amendment allowed for 
income tax, tariffs had always 
been the leading source of 
revenue for the federal 
government 
 



 17th 
Amendment 
allowed for the 
Direct Election 
of Senators for 
each state 

 



 The Federal Reserve Act 
(1913) established a 
government regulation of 
the banking system 
controlled by The Federal 
Reserve Board that was 
appointed by the president 
 Federal Reserve Notes were 

issued (our currency today) 

 “THE FED” controls interest 
rates and the money supply 



 The Federal Trade 
Commission Act greatly 
increased the 
government’s regulatory 
authority over many 
aspects of the economy 
including corporate 
behavior 

 Appointed Louis Brandeis 
to the Supreme Court, an 
advanced progressive and 
the first Jewish Supreme 
Court Justice 



 America was now a 
world power with far-
flung economic and 
political interests 

 Teddy Roosevelt had 
an activist foreign 
policy, which he 
summed up with the 
quote, “speak softly, 
but carry a big stick” 
 



 Roosevelt won a Nobel 
Peace Prize for helping to 
end the Russo-Japanese 
War (1905), he was actually 
protecting our own interests 
in China 

 Teddy sent “The Great 
White Fleet”, 16 battleships, 
around the world to flex 
American muscle to the 
world (especially Japan) 
 



 Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine 
stated that America had the right to not only 
oppose European intervention in the Western 
Hemisphere, but to also intervene ourselves 
in the domestic affairs of our neighbors if 
they can’t govern themselves 

 America basically took over and ran Cuba, the 
Dominican Republic, Haiti, and Nicaragua 
 To pay off foreign debts, organize government 

and customs houses, etc.  



 Roosevelt orchestrated a revolution in Panama 
against Colombia, America landed troops and 
signed a treaty with the new nation to build the 
Panama Canal 

 The canal, finished in 1914, linked the Atlantic 
and Pacific oceans and made our two-coast 
Navy into one 



 Taft worked to 
aggressively extend 
American investments 
into Latin America, “Dollar 
Diplomacy” 
 

 Wilson intervened in the 
Dominican Republic and 
Haiti, and bought some 
Virgin Islands from 
Denmark 



 Political turmoil in Mexico 
led Wilson to seize the port 
of Veracruz in 1914 

 Pancho Villa led raids across 
the border and killed 17 
Americans in Columbus, 
New Mexico 

 Wilson ordered troops into 
Mexico to search for Villa, 
but Commander “Black 
Jack” Pershing never found 
him 


