
The Age of Metternich 

(1815-1848) 



-Conservative institutions that once 

were in conflict with one another 

were now allied in a common 

cause to try and survive in the face 

of nationalist and liberal forces. 
Powerful Conservative Institutions:  

1. Monarchies  

2. Landed Aristocrats 

3. Established Churches  



Conservative Acts of Repression 

The Carlsbad Decrees (1819)- Limited free 

speech, free press, and free assembly of students 

in the newly formed German Confederation  

 “Peterloo Massacre” (1819)- Worker and political 

demonstration that was forcibly broken up at Saint 

Peter’s Field in Manchester.  

Bourbon Restoration in France (1814-1830)- Very 

conservative charter was issued and established a 

bicameral legislature, with one house appointed by 

the King and another elected with a very narrow 

franchise. Louis XVIII- “A fat and awkward man.”  

  Revolutions in both Spain and Italian states were 

crushed by the “Congress System.”  



The Great Reform Bill of 1832 
Abolished “Rotten Borroughs” 

-New industrial cities now have 

representation 

Increased number of voters by 50%, 

but still only about 500,000 people 

could vote.  



New Revolutions in France  
 After Napoleon, Louis XVIII 

ruled as a limited monarch in 
France according to the 
Constitution of 1814.  

 Charles X inherited the throne 
in 1824. 

 Charles X tried to rule as an 
absolute monarch through the 
following: 

1. Banned Elections 

2. Dissolved the French 
Legislature 

3. Ended Freedom of Speech 
and the Press.   

 In the July Revolution of 1830, 
riots broke out in Paris and 
Charles X fled to England  



Louis Philippe  

  A cousin of Charles X, 

Louis Philippe became 

King and agreed to rule as 

a limited monarch.   

 Tensions rose in France 

as the Industrial 

Revolution produced 

overcrowding and poor 

living conditions in Paris 

and other cities of France.  

 Most importantly, more 

people wanted the right to 

vote.   



Louis Philippe said “There will be no reform.” “ I 

do not wish it.” 



Revolution of 1848 brought down the 

monarchy and established the second 

Republic of France.  

The new constitution provided for a new 

legislature and president as well as 

universal male suffrage.  

Louis Napoleon Bonaparte, nephew of 

Napoleon, was elected President.  

He was so popular that by 1851 he took the 

title Napoleon III, Emperor, of the French, 

and abolished the Republic and ruled as 

dictator for the next 20 years.   



Revolts in Other Parts of Europe 
A wave of revolutions swept across Europe in 1830 

and 1848. 

Metternich observed “when France sneezes, 

Europe catches cold.”  

 In 1830, the Belgians won their independence from 

the Netherlands.   

The Poles revolted against Russian rule, but the 

rebellion was brutally crushed in 1830. 

 In 1848, inspired by the French revolt, the people 

of Vienna rebelled against the Austrian Emperor. 

Frightened by protesters, the Emperor dismissed 

Metternich.  



Revolts in Other Parts of Europe 
 In 1848, the Hungarians broke away from the 

Austrian Empire and declared independence.   

 In 1849, Russia helped to stamp out the Hungarian 

Revolt, and the Concert of Europe was maintained.   

Uprisings in Italy: 

1. Austria put down revolts in Northern Italy  

2. Revolutionaries gained control of Rome and 

declared it a Republic.   

3. French troops, under Louis Napoleon, occupied 

the city and restored the Pope to power.  

4. By 1848, only the Kingdom of Sardinia had won 

a liberal constitution.    



Revolts in Germany 
In 1848, German workers and middle class 

liberals demonstrated in Berlin and Prussia.   

Frederick William IV put down the revolts 

and then issued a constitution with 

moderate reforms.  

In 1848, the German states met to try and 

unite Germany, but Frederick William IV 

refused the crown of a united Germany.  

The Revolutions of 1848 were mainly a 

failure because middle class liberals 

disagreed with radical workers on how to 

change the government.   


