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The Age of  
Globalization 

• The new age of globalism has combined great 
promise with great peril, and as the lone remaining 
superpower, America is actively involved.  
 

• The 1990’s and beyond have been marked by 
unusually intense and bitter partisan struggles.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



The 1990’s: 
The Clinton Years 

• Bill Clinton and a democratic Congress 
were able to pass a substantial  tax 
increase on the wealthiest Americans, 
cut government spending, and give a 
tax break to low-income families to pull 
them out of poverty.  

• Clinton was a committed advocate of 
free trade and globalism, and 
eliminated most tariffs between the 
United States, Mexico, and Canada 
with a treaty called NAFTA and another 
far reaching trade agreement called 
GATT.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



The 1990’s: 
The Clinton Years 

• The biggest failure of the Clinton 
administration was to not win 
passage of a sweeping healthcare 
reform bill.  

• In 1994, for the first time in 40 
years, the republicans won 
control of both houses of 
Congress, mainly due to 
opposition to health care.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



The 1990’s: 
The Clinton Years 
• Newt Gingrich was the leader 

of the republican resurgence 
and they put forth the 
“contract with America,” 
which called for tax 
reductions, cut federal 
spending, and balance the 
budget. 

• Compromise between the 
president and Congress was 
difficult and in 1995 and 1996 
the government twice shut 
down as they could not agree 
on a budget.  
 

 

 

 

 



The 1990’s: 
The Clinton Years 

• This political brinksmanship proved 
disastrous for the republicans as most 
people blamed Congress and not the 
president, and Clinton would win 
reelection in 1996.  

 
 

 

 

 

 



The 1990’s: 
The Clinton Years 
• The American economy was booming due to the technology 

industries and the national debt was going down; these were two 
more important reasons why Clinton was reelected.  

• Clinton rode a wave of popularity as for the first time in 30 years 
the government was generating a surplus, but the popularity would 
be short lived as scandal will embroil the president.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



The 1990’s: 
The Clinton Years 

• In 1998, while giving a 
deposition about another sexual 
harassment case while Governor 
of Arkansas, Bill Clinton was 
accused of lying under oath 
(perjury) about a relationship 
with a White House intern 
named Monica Lewinsky.  

• The Republican Congress 
proceeded full speed ahead 
with impeachment proceedings.  

 
 

 

 

 

 



The 1990’s: 
The Clinton Years 

• In 1998, the democrats made gains in Congress as the economy 
was great and most people were against impeachment over such 
a trivial issue. 

• Republicans proceeded anyway and waste time and resources on 
an impeachment trial in which Bill Clinton received a decisive 
acquittal. 

• The Clinton impeachment marked a significant change in 
American politics. The line had become blurred between public 
and private behavior and an intense adversarial partisan politics 
had emerged and rabid news media and their thirst for scandal 
and controversy helped increase public cynicism about politicians 
and government.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



The 1990’s: 
The Clinton Years 

• In 1995, Clinton sent troops to Bosnia to 
keep the peace between Bosnian Muslims 
and Serbs.  

• In May 1999, the United States and NATO 
forces bombed Yugoslavia to stop the 
Serbs from killing ethnic Albanians in 
Kosovo.  

• Bill Clinton, despite the scandals, left 
office with the highest popularity rating 
of any post-war president due to a 
thriving economy and world stability.  

 
 

 

 

 

 



The Controversial 
Election of 2000 & 
George W. Bush 
• In the 2000 election, Vice President Al Gore squared off against 

former Governor of Texas George W. Bush, son of the former 
president.  

• Gore won the popular vote by 540,000 (.05% margin) but both 
candidates fell short of the 270 electoral votes needed to win as 
Florida was too close to call.  

 
 

 

 

 

 



The Controversial 
Election of 2000 & 
George W. Bush 
• Jeb Bush, the candidates brother, was the Governor of Florida 

where many voting “irregularities” were reported.  

• The United States Supreme Court voted 5-4 along party and 
ideological lines not to allow a more thorough hand recount and 
Bush was declared the winner, as Gore magnanimously conceded 
to avoid further controversy.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



The Controversial 
Election of 2000 & 
George W. Bush 
• Bush became president and 

passed the largest tax cut in 
the history of America that 
benefitted the wealthiest 
Americans, and the national 
debt soared.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



The Economic  
Boom of the 1990s 

• Reasons for Economic Growth: 

1. Investments by business in new 
technology 

2. Corporate mergers for efficiency 

3. More energy efficient plants and 
offices 

4. Reduce labor costs by taking a hard 
line towards unions 

5. Biggest reason for success was the 
booming “technology industries” – 
computers, internet, cell phones, 
digital music, video, cameras, etc.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



The Economic  
Boom of the 1990s 

• Stock market reached unprecedented 
levels, inflation was low and in 20 years 
the American economy quadrupled in size.  

– Unbroken economic growth from 1983-
2000 

• The “Tech Bubble” Burst in 2001 and the 
economy slipped into a recession.  

• The collapse of a major energy-trading 
company Enron revealed a shocking trend 
of corporate greed through unorthodox 
accounting practices and artificial inflation 
of stock prices.  



The Economic  
Boom of the 1990s 

• A two-tiered economy emerged where 
the upper 20% of Americans saw their 
income rise 20% and the next 20% saw 
their incomes rise 8%.  

– The other 60% remained flat or 
declined in the bottom 20% 

– The rich got richer and the poor 
got poorer 
 

• Globalization has been a double-edged 
sword as it has brought lower prices 
on consumer goods, but a loss of jobs 
to overseas competition at the same 
time. 



Science and  
Technology 

• The technology revolution is marked 
by the use of the personal computer.  

• Intel = microprocessor 
Apple = personal computer 
Microsoft = operating system 
(software) 
 - Other companies helped 
revolutionize American life and 
business 

• Typewriters, bookkeeping, and filing 
all became obsolete, and made 
business more efficient.  



Science and  
Technology 

• The internet emerged out of the computer revolution, and is already 
making mail, newspapers, magazines, and books obsolete.  

• The internet has also proven to be a force in Democratization as 
information can be sent quickly to anyone in the world with internet 
access.  

• The computer has helped scientists in the field of genetic 
engineering which may lead to genetically designed foods, animals, 
and even humans.   



A Changing  
Society 

• By the end of the 20th century, the 
American population had been growing 
older, larger, and more racially and 
geographically diverse. 

• The declining birth rate and significant rise 
in life expectancy produced a substantial 
increase in the proportion of elderly 
citizens. 

• The increase of elderly citizens has led to 
increased healthcare costs and tremendous 
pressure on Social Security and Medicare 
Entitlement Programs. 

 

 



A Changing  
Society 

• In 2000, 10% of the American population 
were immigrants born outside of the 
United States 

– The two biggest groups are Latinos and 
Asians 

• Over half of African Americans are now 
considered middle class as great gains have 
been made due to the Civil Rights 
Movement. 

• However, 1/3 of black Americans still make 
up what is called the “underclass” and live 
in isolated, decaying, and desperately poor 
inner-city neighborhoods.  

 

 



A Changing  
Society 

• The Rodney King Riots in Los Angeles in 
1992 was the largest racial disturbance of 
the 20th century as 50 people died and 
African American discontent was 
displayed.  

• The O.J. Simpson Trial of 1995 was further 
evidence of a continued racial divide in this 
country.  

• Drugs, particularly “crack” cocaine, and 
AIDS were two modern plagues of the 
1980s and 90s.  

• With the booming economy of the 1990s 
there was a significant reduction in the 
crime rate.  

 

 



Cultural Wars 

• The “Right-to-Life” Movement founded by Catholics and evangelical 
Christians reopened the abortion debate. 

• Defenders of abortion founded the “pro-choice” movement and the 
debate goes on.  

 

 



Cultural Wars 

• Scientists have warned the ozone layer is 
being depleted; Global warming is 
occurring and the earth’s rain forests are 
being destroyed and the oceans polluted. 

• Conferences were held about the 
environment in Montreal in 1987, and the 
“Earth Summit” in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in 
1992 and produced some broad 
agreements on environmental issues.   

• In 1997, in Kyoto, Japan, major industrial 
nations signed a treaty to reduce fossil fuel 
and chlorofluorocarbon emissions, but in 
2001 Bush (W.) yielded to pressure from 
business leaders and rejected the treaty.   

 

 

 



Cultural Wars 

• “Multiculturalism” became a hot topic in 
1992 in the 500-year anniversary of 
Columbus’s voyage to American (old 
debate: cultural pluralism vs. melting pot). 

• Many people started to see America’s 
foreign policy as being too 
interventionalist  

– Somalia, Bosnia, Kosovo; too much 
becoming the world’s policeman 

• Some people around the world started to 
protest globalization and the power of 
such organizations as the World Trade 
Organization, the International Monetary 
Fund, and The World Bank.  

 

 

 



Cultural Wars 

• Islamic Fundamentalism was born in 
Iran in 1979, and this fanatical religious 
movement that has spread to a 
minority (few) militant Muslims has 
made the West and America its enemy. 

• Some Islamic fundamentalist groups 
such as Al-Qaeda resorted to terrorism 
to promote their extremist agenda.  

• On September 11, 2001 American was 
changed forever with the terrorist 
attacks on the World Trade Center, 
Pentagon, and probably the White 
House or Capitol if not for the 
passengers aboard the 4th plane.  

 

 

 



Cultural Wars 

• President Bush declared a “War against 
terrorism” and the leader of Al-Qaeda, 
Osama Bin-Laden, became the world’s 
most wanted man.  

• American invaded Afghanistan to oust the 
Taliban government that sheltered and 
supported Osama Bin-Laden. 

• After not caputring Bin-Laden, American 
turned its might on Iraq and we invaded 
and occupied that country for 10 years 
spending billions of dollars, losing over 
4,000 American soldiers, and receiving 
much ill-will from nation’s of the world. 

 

 

 



The  
Brinkley 
Conclusion 

• “The American people will go forward into 
the future with great wealth, power, and 
extraordinary energy and resilience that 
has allowed the nation throughout its long 
and often turbulent history – to endure, to 
flourish, and to strive continually for a 
better future.” – Alan Brinkley 

 

 

 



THE END ...??? 
Or just the beginning… 

Go out into this world 

and do great things 

ROWEITES!!! 


