
The 1970s 

“I am not a crook” 

- Richard Nixon, Nov 17, 1973 



The 1970s 

• Richard Nixon’s election in 1968 and 

again in 1972 was a strong popular 

reaction to what many Americans viewed 

as a radical assault on American culture.  

 

• Yet, the Nixon presidency did not return 

America to calm and stability, but instead 

produced more years of crisis.  



The Youth Culture 

• The baby-boom generation was 

growing up and by 1970, half 

of the American population was 

under 30 years old and 8X as 

many Americans were 

attending college than in 1950. 

• A radicalization of colleges and 

universities in America in the 

1960s led to a diverse group of 

men and women known as The 

New Left.  



The Youth Culture 

• In 1962, a group of students led by Tom Hayden met in 

Michigan and formed the Students for a Democratic Society 

(SDS) and issued the Port Huron Statement that expressed 

disillusionment with society and politics.  

• In 1964, at The University of California at Berkeley a protest 

movement for free speech led to the National Guard being 

called in 



The Youth Culture 
• The Anti-War Movement 

swept across college 

campuses all over the country 

by 1968 and led to many riots 

demonstrations.  

• Some of the biggest political 

demonstrations were held 

between 1967-1969 to protest 

the Vietnam War. 

• Many draft-age Americans 

went to jail or fled the 

country to avoid the draft.  



The Youth Culture 
• “Hippies” were young Americans 

who wore long hair and 

flamboyant clothing and were 

rebellious to common decorum; as 

well as drugs.  

• A sexual revolution took place in 

the 60’s and 70’s; birth-control 

became more accessible and 

abortion was made legal by 1973.  

• Rock ‘n’ Roll music was at the 

center of this new youth culture.  

• The new counter-culture was 

visible everywhere as movies and 

TV started to reflect the changing 

social mores of the time.  

 



The Mobilization of Other Minorities 
• The success of African-American protests 

helped inspire Native Americans, Hispanic-

Americans, and Homosexual Americans to seek 

equal rights.  

• In 1953, the federal government withdrew 

recognition of Native American Tribes as legal 

entities in an effort to assimilate Native 

Americans into the mainstream; known as 

“termination” 

• In 1961, 400 members of 67 tribes met in 

Chicago and issued The Declaration of Indian 

Purpose which was “the right to choose our own 

way of life.” 

• In 1968, a young group of militant Indians 

established The American Indian Movement 

(AIM).  

 

 



The Mobilization of Other Minorities 
• Native American Legal Victories: 

1.  United States v. Wheeler (1978) confirmed that tribes 

had independent legal status and could not be “terminated 

by Congress,” and they could not tax businesses on their 

reservation and perform other sovereign functions.  

2.  County of Oneida v. Oneida Indian Nation (1985) 

supported Native American claims of 100,000 acres in 

upstate New York. 

 



The Mobilization of Other Minorities 

• The most numerous and 

important Latino group in the 

United States are Mexican-

Americans. 

– 1960 = 3 million Latinos; 1970 = 

9 million Latinos; 1990 = 20 

million Latinos with the greatest 

majority being Mexican-

Americans 

• Young Mexican-Americans 

activists in the 1960s began 

calling themselves “Chicanos”  

 



The Mobilization of Other Minorities 
• In California, Cesar Chavez organized the United Farm 

Workers (UFW) union of mostly Chicanos in 1965 that went 

on strike for recognition of the union and increased benefits 

and wages.  

• The Supreme Court ruled in 1974 that non-English speaking 

students have a right to be schooled in their native language; 

sparking a debate of bilingualism that continues to this day. 

 



The Mobilization of Other Minorities 
• African Americans, Indians, 

Latinos, and Asians challenged the 

old “melting pot” premise and put 

forth the idea of cultural pluralism 

where racial and ethnic groups 

would preserve their own heritage 

and culture.  

• On June 27th, 1969, police officers 

raided the Stonewall Inn in New 

York City simply because it was a 

gay bar, sparking a riot. 

• The “Stonewall Riot” marked the 

beginning of the Gay Liberation 

Movement in America.  

 



The New Feminism/Women’s Rights 
• The 1963 publication of Betty Friedan’s The Feminine 

Mystique is often cited as the first event of the modern 

Women’s Liberation Movement.  

1. The suburbs had become “a comfortable concentration camp.” 

2. Millions of women were being “buried alive” 

3. Women needed to fulfill “their unique possibilities as separate human 

beings.” 



The New Feminism/Women’s Rights 
• Kennedy helped win passage of an 

Equal Pay Act in 1963 and 

Congress incorporated Title VII 

into the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 

the same protection against 

discrimination for women as blacks 

had received.  

• Betty Friedan joined with other 

feminists to create the National 

Organization for Women (N.O.W.) 

which was the nation’s largest 

feminist organization. 

• N.O.W. focused most of their 

efforts on ending discrimination 

against women in the workplace.  



The New Feminism/Women’s Rights 

• In 1971, the federal government 

extended affirmative action guidelines to 

include women.  

• By the mid-1970s, half of all married 

women worked and 9/10’s of women 

with college degrees worked as well.  

• In 1972, Congress passed an Equal 

Rights Amendment to the Constitution 

but not enough states ratified it by 1982, 

and ERA died.  

• In 1973, Roe v. Wade legalized abortion 

in the first trimester, but the abortion 

debate in this country continued to wage 

on with the 1980s wave of conservatism. 

 



Environmentalism 
• Ecology became a new branch of 

science that studies the inter-

relatedness of the natural world.  

• Rachel Carson’s book Silent Spring 

(1962) was about the indiscriminate 

use of pesticides (DDT) and their 

destructive effects on wildlife 

populations and human health.  

• Also spurring on the environmental 

movement was the terrible 

conditions of the environment itself 

due to the post-war economic 

boom: 

– Water and air pollution were horrible 

 

 



Environmentalism 
• The Exxon Valdez in 1989 was the largest oil spill in 

America until BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico 2010. 

• Environmentalists have also helped bring to the world’s 

attention: acid rain, destruction of rain forests, depletion 

of the ozone layer, and global warming.  

 



Environmentalism 

• April 22nd, 1970 was the first “Earth 

Day” 

• In 1970, the EPA (Environmental 

Protection Agency) was established 

to enforce anti-pollution standards, 

and a Clean Air Act of 1970 and 

Clean Water Act of 1972 soon 

followed.  

• Environmentalism is a movement 

that set off public policies and a 

broad national idea that makes it a 

continually powerful force in 

American life.  

 

 



Vietnam – The End 
• “Vietnamization” was an effort by the Nixon administration to 

train and equip the South Vietnamese army to take over 

combat from American forces.  

• From 1969 to 1972 America steadily withdrew troops from 

Indochina; 540,000 in 1969 to 60,000 by 1972. 

• Nixon ordered the bombing and invasion of Cambodia by 

American troops to “clean out” enemy military bases in that 

country. 

 

 



Vietnam – The End 

• The anti-war movement 

sprung to life again after the 

invasion of Cambodia (1970) 

• May 4th, 1970, 4 student 

protesters were killed at Kent 

State in Ohio, and 2 students at 

Jackson State in Mississippi.  

• In June of 1971, the New York 

Times published the leaked 

Pentagon Papers which 

showed government 

dishonesty in reporting the 

progress of the war. 

 



Vietnam – The End 

• The morale and discipline of American 

troops was decaying rapidly as 

evidenced by the My Lai Massacre of 

over 300 unarmed South Vietnamese 

civilians (1971).  

• By 1971, 2/3 of Americans wanted 

American to withdraw from Vietnam. 

• Nixon ordered increased bombing of 

Laos, Cambodia, and North Vietnam 

and the mining of their harbors.  

• Days before the presidential election of 

1972, Henry Kissinger announced that 

“peace was at hand.” 

 

 



Vietnam – The End 

• On January 27th, 1973, after intense American bombing of 

North Vietnam, a cease-fire was signed.  

• In March of 1975, North Vietnam launched a full-scale 

invasion of the South and in April of 1975 the communists 

marched into the capital of South Vietnam; Saigon.  

• After the fall of Saigon, it was renamed Ho Chi Minh City.  

 

 



Vietnam – The End 

• Results of the Vietnam War 

1. Vietnam was united into one communist country. 

2. More than 1.2 million Vietnamese soldiers died and 

countless civilians.  

3. The war-ravaged country remained one of the poorest 

and oppressive in the world. 

4. Cambodia fell to the communist Khmer Rouge and Pol 

Pot who killed 1/3 of the people.  

5. War cost over $150 billion. 

6. 55,000 dead Americans and 300,000 injured.  

7. American suffered a severe blow to its confidence and 

self-esteem.  

 

 



Nixon & Kissinger’s Foreign Policy 

• Since the communists came 

to power in China, America 

recognized nationalist China 

in Taiwan as the rightful 

government of China. 

• After a secret visit by 

Kissinger to mainland 

communist China, The 

United Nations admitted 

communist China and 

expelled Taiwan in 1971. 

• In February of 1972, Richard 

Nixon visited communist 

China.  

 

 



Nixon & Kissinger’s and Other 

Foreign Policy 

• In May of 1972, Nixon traveled to 

the Soviet Union to sign the first 

ever Nuclear Arms Treaty called 

SALT I (Strategic Arms Limitation 

Treaty).  

• This détente between the USA and 

USSR was well received by the rest 

of the world.  

• The Nixon Doctrine was a foreign 

policy in which America “would 

participate in the defense and 

development of allies and friends.” 

 

 



Nixon & Kissinger’s and Other 

Foreign Policy 
• In 1973, America helped a 

military dictator seize power 

from the freely elected leader 

in Chile.  

• After the Yom Kippur War of 

1973, America suffered from 

an Arab Oil Embargo. 

1. Exposed American’s 

dependence on foreign oil.  

2. America could not ignore the 

Arabs in favor of Israel. 

3. Nations of the third world 

were no longer willing to lie 

down as passive “client 

states.” 

 

 



Politics and Economics under Nixon 

• Nixon believed that his constituency, conservative middle-

class people who he called the silent majority, wanted a 

reduced role for the federal government.  

• Nixon began to dismantle many of the social programs of the 

New Frontier and Great Society, in 1973 he abolished the 

Office of Economic Opportunity 

 

 



Politics and Economics under Nixon 
• The silent majority was most angry at the liberal decisions 

of the Supreme Court in the 1950s through the 1970s: 

1. Roth v. United States (1957) – pornography was free speech. 

2. Engle v. Vitale (1962) – prayers in public schools are 

unconstitutional. 

3. Gideon v. Wainwright (1963) – every felony defendant has a right to 

an attorney. 

4. Miranda v. Arizona (1966) – authorities must inform a criminal 

suspect of their rights. 

5. Baker v. Carr (1962) – states had to apportion electoral districts so 

that citizens votes had equal weight.  

6. Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg (1971) – forced busing could be 

used to achieve racial balance in schools. 

7. Roe v. Wade (1973) - made abortion legal 

8. Bakke v. Board of Regents of California (1978) – upheld affirmative 

action, but set stricter guidelines.  

 

 



Politics and Economics under Nixon 
• Many middle-class Americans felt the poor and dispossessed, 

as well as the criminal element, were benefitting at the expense 

of good hard working and law abiding citizens.  

• Nixon won a reelection landslide in 1972 as the American 

people seemed to reject liberalism and long for more 

traditional values.  

 

 



Politics and Economics under Nixon 

• The troubled economy of the 

1970s 

1. Inflation was the most troubling 

aspect of the America economy in 

the 1970s as spending on Vietnam 

and ambitions social problems had 

taken its toll. 

2. Also, adding to inflation problems 

was that third world nations were 

asserting themselves and demanding 

higher prices for raw materials. 

3. Energy costs were soaring as OPEC 

started to use oil as an economic 

tool and political weapon. 

 

 



Politics and Economics under Nixon 

4. Manufacturing was in a steep 

decline due to major global 

competition as America entered a 

phase of deindustrialization where 

thousands of factories closed and 

millions of workers lost their jobs. 

5. America entered a period of 

“stagflation” where inflation rose 

(15% in 2 ½ years) and economic 

growth declined.  

6. Nixon responded with a tight 

money policy to curb inflation and 

increased government spending to 

try and cure the recession. 

 

 



The Watergate Crisis 

• On June 17th, 1972, police arrested 5 men 

who had broken into the Democratic 

National Committee’s headquarters in the 

Watergate office building in Washington 

D.C. 

• The burglars had been paid from a secret 

fund from the Committee to Re-Elect the 

President which was controlled by 

members of the White House staff.  

• Two scandals emerged; one was the abuse 

of power involving the White House and 

the other was the “cover-up” that was 

attempted by the administration to block 

the investigation.  

 



The Watergate Crisis 

• It became known that there was a 

taping system in the president’s office 

and groups sought access to the tapes, 

but Nixon claimed “executive 

privilege” and refused to release the 

tapes.  

• In the meantime, Vice President Spiro 

Agnew was involved in a scandal of 

his own and pleaded no contest to tax 

evasion and resigned.  

• In July 1974, the Supreme Court 

ordered Nixon to relinquish the tapes 

and days later 3 Articles of 

Impeachment were drawn up and 

ready to be voted on. 

 



The Watergate Crisis 
• On August 8th, 1974, Nixon became the first president to 

resign rather than face impeachment.  

• The Watergate Crisis confirmed to many Americans that their 

leaders and institutions could no longer be trusted, and that is 

the long lasting legacy of Watergate.  

 


