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● Cold War – a state of tension & hostility between the U.S. and the Soviet Union 

from 1945-1991, a hostility that never escalated into a shooting war 

The Cold War 

AMERICA SOVIET UNION 

● Democracy  

● Capitalism - industry controlled 

by private owners for profit 

● Goal: Resist Communism and 

advocate for freedom + 

democracy 

 

● Communist Party  

● Command economy - central 

government makes all economic 

decisions 

● Goal: Spread Communist 

Revolution 



● At the Yalta Conference, the heads of 

government of the U.S., UK, and Soviet 

Union—President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

Prime Minister Winston Churchill, and 

General Secretary Joseph Stalin meet for the 

purpose of discussing Europe's postwar 

reorganization; intended to discuss the re-

establishment of the nations of war-torn 

Europe  

The Cold War 

The Big 3: Josef Stalin; Franklin D. 

Roosevelt; Winston Churchill. 



Nuremberg Trials - war crimes trials 

accusing Nazi leaders of "crimes against 

humanity;" trials showed that political and 

military leaders could be held accountable for 

actions in wartime 

The Cold War 
Germany went through a denazification 

process, a social process of removing Nazis 

from official positions and giving up any 

allegiance to Nazism- Carried out by the 

allies 



● After WWII  and the Yalta Conference, Germany was 

divided between US, British, French and Soviet forces  

The Cold War 

● Divided into occupation zones, Berlin was located 

far inside Soviet-controlled eastern Germany. 

 



● The United Nations - Created to as a Worldwide Peace     

Keeping Force  

 

The Cold War 

● United Nations Security Council:  

 

 
★ United States  

★ Great Britain  

★ France  

★ Soviet Union (later Russia)  

★ China  

● Also tried to solve problems of 

disease, hunger and illiteracy 



● The Soviet Union - federation of Communist republics 

that occupied northern half of Asia and part of eastern 

Europe. 

The Cold War 

Satellite States:  

➢ Albania  

➢ Romunia  

➢ Bulgaria  

➢ Poland  

➢ Hungary  

➢ Czechoslovakia  

➢ East Germany  

Winston Churchill says an “Iron Curtain” 

has descended across Europe 



The Cold War 

● Emergence of large communist parties in France 

and Italy pushed US to act. 

 

 
The Truman Doctrine : CONTAINMENT 

❏ Helped Greece + Turkey fight against Communism by 

giving $400 million in economic + military aid 

❏ Marshall Plan helped to rebuild Western Europe by 

giving them $13 billion  

 

★ Money is best way to fight Communism  

● Satellite states were offered $13 billion but they declined. 



The Cold War 

Berlin Blockade -

Soviets place a blockade 

on Allied sector of 

Berlin to starve 

population into Soviet 

support.   

RESPONSE 

Berlin Airlift - Western allies 

began to airlift supplies to city 

for almost a year  

● Increased tensions 

however  



● Two forces emerged: NATO (North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization) and the Warsaw Pact 

The Cold War 

● NATO - U.S., Canada, and 10 more 

European democracies  

 
● Warsaw Pact - Soviet Union and its satellite states  



● In 1949 the Soviet Union exploded its first Atomic Bomb = ARMS RACE 

 

The Cold War 

● Arms Race - competition between nations for superiority in the development and 

accumulation of weapons. Cold War Arms race was world’s largest one 

 

● First Hydrogen bomb created by 

Americans in 1952. 

● Soviets begin to test their bomb 

only a year later. 

● Mutual Assured Destruction - a doctrine stating that a full-scale 

use of nuclear weapons by two or more opposing sides would cause 

the complete annihilation of both.  



The Cold War  

Hot War 

● Korean War (1950 - 1953) - conflict between Communist North Korea 

and Non-Communist South Korea. The United Nations (led by the 

United States) aided South Korea 

 ○ Helped stimulate economic activity in Europe 



The Cold War  

Hot War 

● Battle of Dien Bien Phu (1954) - City of Dien Bien Phu, Vietnam was 

held by the French forces and attacked by communist North Vietnam in 

1954. 

○ The eventual surrender of the French at Dien Bien Phu brought 

France's century-long rule of Vietnam to an end. 
 



The Cold War  

Hot War 

● Vietnam War (1965-1973) - a prolonged war (1954-1975) between the 

communist armies of North Vietnam who were supported by the Chinese 

and the non-communist armies of South Vietnam who were supported by 

the United States 



The Cold War  

Hot War 

● Cuban Missile Crisis (Oct. 1962) - closest approach to nuclear war at any 

time between the U.S. and USSR. When the U.S. discovered Soviet nuclear 

missiles on Cuba, President John F. Kennedy demanded their removal and 

announced naval blockade of the island; the Soviet leader Khrushchev acceded 

to the U.S. demands a week later. 



● Europe experiences Economic Miracle, a period of dramatic 

economic development that is entirely unexpected or 

unexpectedly strong, as they rebuild after WWII 

Western Europe 

● West Germany                           Strong/Prosperous Nation 

● Charles De Gaulle - Helped France 

become strong through: 

➔ Took France out of NATO in 

1966 

➔ Moved France to more 

Socialist Economy 



● Socialism - Government controls and runs key businesses/industries.   

Socialism 

❖ People vote for this (democracy) 

● Most European countries 

have Socialist Economies 

● Europe linked together by the 

EEC (European Economic 

Community)  

➔ Economic association formed 

by France, Germany, Italy, 

Belgium, the Netherlands, and 

Luxembourg in 1957. 

Socialist States                     Welfare States 



Arab-Israeli Conflict 
• Britain openly supported Zionism, the creation of a separate nation for 

Jews, in The Balfour Declaration (1917). 

– After World War II and the Holocaust, many nations were in favor of  

Zionism. 

– Israel was officially recognized by the United Nations in 1948. 



Arab-Israeli Conflict 
• Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Egypt, and Iraq invaded Israel soon after Israel 

declared independence.  

 

 

• Suez Crisis (1956): War broke out when Egypt took control of the Suez 

Canal.  

• Israel, Great Britain, and France v. Egypt.  



• After Stalin died in 1953, Nikita Khrushchev came to power and ruled 

the Soviet Union until 1964.  

 

The Khrushchev Era 

2. The Soviet Union put the first earth-orbiting satellite, Sputnik, into  

space.  

1. Khrushchev criticized Stalin’s policies, known as De-Stalinization.  



3. In 1959, Khrushchev became the first Soviet leader to visit the U. S. 

The Khrushchev Era 

 

❖ 1960: U-2 incident 

❖ 1961: completion of the Berlin Wall 

❖ 1961: Bay of Pigs 

❖ 1962: Cuban missile crisis.  

4. Under Khrushchev’s term, the Cold War escalated. 



5. Khrushchev gave a famous speech titled “We will bury you!” to the UN 

in 1963. 

 

The Khrushchev Era 

 



❖ Every 12 years, there was a revolt against Communism. 

The Collapse of the Soviet Union 

➢ 1956: Hungary called for free elections and tried to withdraw from 

the Warsaw Compact  

■ Soviets crushed the resistance with 100,000 troops. 

➢ 1968: Soviets invaded Czechoslovakia.  

➢ 1980: The Solidarity party led a series of strikes to protest working 

and living conditions in Poland. 



Leonid Brezhnev 

● Leonid Brezhnev became leader of the Soviet Union in 1964 and 

stayed in power until 1982 

 

 

○ Brezhnev Doctrine: “Whenever communism is threatened, the 

Soviet Union will intervene”. 

○ In 1979, the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan to stop an anti-

Communist revolt.  



• Mikhail Gorbachev came into power in 1985, shortly after Brezhnev's 

death. 

 

The Collapse of the Soviet Union 

• He reformed the Soviet Union. 
 – Perestroika: Means “restructuring” of the 

economy. 

– Glasnost: Means “openness”. The Soviet Union 

promoted freedom of speech. 



• 1989: The year of revolutions 

 

The Collapse of the Soviet Union 

– Lech Walesa, the co-founder of Solidarity, became the first 

non-communist president of Poland since 1945. 
 – Hungary breached the iron curtain by opening its border with 

Austria and permitting free travel.  

– Free elections were allowed for the first time in Hungary.  
 



• 1989: The year of revolutions 

 

 

The Collapse of the Soviet Union 

– The Berlin wall fell after the communist government resigned in East 

Germany.  
 

– In 1990, Helmut Kohl united East and West Germany.  

 
 

– The communist president of Czechoslovakia resigned shortly after the 

Berlin wall fell. Known as the Velvet Revolution.  



The Collapse of the Soviet Union 

• While Gorbachev was on vacation in August 1991, a coup occurred and 

the communist party collapsed. 

 – The Soviet Union was split into several countries, most of which 

became members of the Commonwealth of Independent States.  

– Boris Yeltsin established a democracy in Russia. 
 



The Collapse of the Soviet Union 

• Russia struggled to maintain democracy after the Soviet Union collapsed. 

 – Yeltsin, the president of Russia, was in constant conflict with the 

Parliament. 
 – In 2000, Yeltsin resigned and Vladimir Putin became president.  
 



The Collapse of the Soviet Union 

• Yugoslavia, which was created shortly after World War I, was populated 

by many different ethnic groups (Roman Catholics, Eastern Orthodox, and 

Muslims). 

 – Marshal Tito, the communist leader of Yugoslavia, was able to quell 

conflicts between the different ethnic group, until his death in 1980. 
 – Yugoslavia broke up into smaller nations in 1990. 



The Twentieth-Century Movement of People 

• World War II led to many trends in immigration. 

        1. People living in rural Europe moved to cities. 
        2. Ethnic groups were displaced. 
 

3. Decolonization caused Europeans to return to their homelands. 
 

 



The Twentieth-Century Movement of People 

• Some politicians opposed immigration due to racial and social tensions. 

 • In the 1960s, many Muslims moved into Western Europe. 
 – They helped solve the labor shortage caused by economic recovery. 
 – They were only expected to move to Europe temporarily. Thus, many 

Muslims did not assimilate.  



Feminism in Modern Europe 

• Simone de Beauvoir explained how being a woman has impacted her life 

in The Second Sex (1949). 

 – Feminism evolved from criticizing laws to criticizing society’s 

treatment of women.  

– More women were working and obtaining an education. 
 



Transformation of Knowledge/Culture 

• Existentialism is a general term to describe European philosophy in the 20th 

century. 

 ➔ Popular writers include Jean-Paul Sartre and Albert Camus. 
 

They believed human 

psychology could only 

be understood using 

emotions, not science or 

reason.  

 

 

● Death, anxiety, fear, 

and nihilism were major 

themes of their books.  

 



Transformation of Knowledge/Culture 

• The Americanization of Europe. 

 – In the past half century, America has influenced Europe’s economy 

and military tremendously, especially in Western Europe. 

– The term was originally used as a criticism and still refers to a lost of 

culture in Europe.  
 



Transformation of Knowledge/Culture 

• Environmentalism arose in Europe after an economic expansion in the 

1950s and 1960s.  

➢ The Green Movement was a political party in Germany that blamed 

corporations for pollution.  

➢ The European government and the United Nations tried to eliminate 

water pollution, air pollution, and global warming. 



The Christian Heritage 

● Pope John Paul II (Polish) began to reform the Catholic church. 

 

5. Denounced communism and supported Solidarity in Poland. 

4. Church was expanded into areas outside of the U. S. and Western 

Europe. (e.g. Cuba).  
 

3. Still opposed contraception. 
2. Was more accepting of other denominations. 

 

1. Required mass to be celebrated in vernacular. 



The Rise of Radical Political Islamism 

• In 1979, Iranian fundamentalist overthrew the Western government. 

❏ The Ayatollah Khomeini united Iranians and revolted against the Shah. 

❏ The Shah of Iran had been ruler of Iran since World War II and was 

supported by America. 
 



The Rise of Radical Political Islamism 

• Radical Islamism is a religion that practices strict interpretation of the 

Quran. 

◆ Arose in response to the westernization of the Middle-East during 

the Cold War.  
 

◆ Radical Islamist want to eliminate anything that “corrupts” their 

way of life. 



The Rise of Radical Political Islamism 

• After the Soviet withdrew from Afghanistan, the Taliban rose to power. 

– Allowed Al Qaeda, a Terrorist group, to establish training camps in 

Afghanistan. 
 

– They imposed strict Islamic law (public executions and regimentation 

of women). 
 



The Rise of Radical Political Islamism 

• The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIS or ISIL) grew in response to 

the Iraq invasion by the United States. 

– They have claimed responsibility for many recent terrorist attacks in 

Great Britain and France 
 

– They wanted to enforce strict Islamic law in the Middle-East. 



The Creation of the European Union 

• The Treaty of Maastricht created the European Union. 

– People and goods are allowed to move freely throughout countries in 

the European Union. 

– 19 out of 28 member states use the euro as their currency. 



Crisis in the European Union 

• The European Debt Crisis occurred in 

2009 when several countries in the 

European Union were unable to pay off 

their debts and bail out their banks. 



• In 2016, the United Kingdom voted to leave the European Union. This 

decision is known as Brexit. 

Crisis in the European Union 

 

– The vote was one of the first signs of opposition to internationalism. 

– David Cameron, the prime minister, resigned shortly after the vote. 



“That’s All Folks” 
Good Luck on 
your Exam!!!!! 


