
Currents of Thought 

(1830-1929) 

“ It is not the strongest of the species 

that survive, nor the most intelligent, 

but the one most responsive to 

change. “ 

     - Charles Darwin 

 



Advances in Primary Education 

• Basic skills of reading, writing, and 

arithmetic reflected social change 

• Both liberals and conservatives believed 

it would create a more productive labor 

force 

• More literate people →  Bigger market 

for books 

• Daily Mail of Britain and Le Petit 

Journal of France were examples of 

newspapers 

• Religious journals, advertisements, 

etc. 

 



 

Advances in Primary Education (Cont’d) 

• People became more 

immersed in politics as 

newspapers printed 

political stories 

• However, governments 

often tried to censor things 

in newspapers they did not 

want people to see 

 



Science in the Midcentury 
• Auguste Comte developed positivism 

• A philosophy of human 

intellectual development written 

in his book “The Positive 

Philosophy” 

• Father of Sociology 

• Herbert Spencer, a British 

philosopher, believed in social 

darwinism, expanded Darwin’s 

teachings claiming human society 

progresses through competition 



Science in the Mid Century (Cont’d) 

• Charles Darwin illustrated 

findings in natural selection 

and evolution in “The Origin of 

Species” 

• Natural selection was 

“survival of the fittest” 

• Evolution claimed that 

humans developed from lower 

lifeforms overtime, contrasting 

with the Church’s teachings 

on creationism (God created 

man) 

 



Conflicts with Religion 
• Historical evidence 

• David Friedrich Strauss in The 

Life of Jesus questioned 

evidence about Jesus 

• Science  

• Charles Lyell claimed earth was 

older than biblical records 

claimed, casting doubt on the 

Bible 

• “The present is the key to the 

past” 

 



Conflicts with Religion 
• Morality 

• Friedrich Nietzsche questioned the 

morality of Christianity 

• Valued pride, assertiveness, and 

strength rather than meekness, 

humility, and weakness  

• Questioned the values of toleration, 

cosmopolitanism, and benevolence 

• “God is Dead” - the famous first line of his 

work “Thus Spake Zarathustra” 

 

 



Conflicts with Religion 
• Many nations had several church-state 

conflicts 

Great Britain 

• Education Act of 1902 provided support 

for both religious AND nonreligious 

schools 

France 

• Jules Ferry replaced religious instruction 

in schools with civil training 

Germany 

• Bismarck removed clergy from 

overseeing education, called the May 

Laws  

 

Fuego  

Mutton 

Chops 



Realism in Literature 

• Realism/naturalism rejected romantic 

idealization of nature, poor, love, and 

polite society, rather portraying the dark 

side of life 

• Charles Dickens illustrated the 

cruelty of industrial life and society 

based on money 

• Gustave Flaubert’s Madame 

Bovary portrayed life without 

heroism and purpose 

 



Modernism in Economics 

• Modernism was critical of the 

middle class, but less 

concerned about social 

issues, and focused on 

aestheticism and beauty 

• John Maynard Keynes came 

up with Keynesian 

economics, which challenged 

economic theory 



Psycho-Sexual Stages of Development 

● Psychoanalysis- the role of the unconscious mind on 

our actions 

○ Years 1: Oral 

○ Year 2: Anal 

○ Years 3-6:  Phallic 

○ Years 7-12: Letency 

○ Years 13-18: Puberty 

○ Years 19- Death:  Adulthood 

● Fraud believed that dreams were the road map to 

the subconscious 



Psychoanalysis 
• Sigmund Freud developed theories 

of the human mind  

• Id- amoral, irrational, driving 

instincts 

• Superego- moral imperatives 

and expectations 

• Ego- mediates between the 

impulses of id and superego 

• “Most people do not really want freedom, 

because freedom involves responsibility, and 

most people are frightened of responsibility.” 

 



Feminism 
• Middle class women challenged 

double standard of sexual morality 

and the male dominated family 

• Contagious Disease Acts 

persecuted women, and threw 

them in hospitals for months 

• Josephine Butler actively attacked 

the act 

• Feminist groups demanded 

abolition of laws that punished 

prostitutes 

 

 

 



19th Century Racism and Anti-Feminism  

H.S Chamberlain→ 

• Extolled the virtues of the white Anglo-

Saxon race 

• Much of it is brought about by Darwinism 

and the view that women were an inferior 

sex and people 

• Freud who was also anti-women 

believed that they were inferior 

because they have more psychological 

problems 


