
“War is Hell” 
- William Tecumseh Sherman  

WORLD WAR II 



WORLD WAR II 

 

• What ever political disagreements or social tensions that existed 
before the war disappeared as there was a unity of purpose 
never before witnessed in this country. 
 

 

 

 

• After the war, America’s image of herself and place in the world 
changed forever.  



WAR ON TWO FRONTS 

• Roosevelt was caught between 
Churchill and the British and Stalin 
and the Soviet Union.  

• The Soviet Union bore the brunt of 
the fighting and was desperate for 
a British and American invasion of 
France 

• Army Chief of Staff General George 
C. Marshall proposed an Allied 
invasion of France in the Spring of 
1943, but FDR sided with Churchill 
and decided to invade North Africa 
and then Italy. 



WAR ON TWO FRONTS 

• The Soviet Union suffered over 20 million 
casualties and this would haunt the Russian 
memory and affect Soviet foreign policy for 
generations. 
 

• The Soviet Union believed that the United States 
and Great Britain were delaying the cross-
channel invasion so that the Soviet Union 
absorbed the brunt of the fighting. 



WAR ON TWO FRONTS 

• As early as 1942, officials in 
Washington had evidence that Hitler 
was rounding up Jews, and other 
undesirable groups, and 
systematically murdering them.  

• The United States showed its anti-
Semitism by not allowing the 
immigration of Jews into this 
country 

1. The St. Louis was a passenger ship 
of nearly 1000 Jews that was turned 
away in Miami and sent back to 
Europe (1939) 

2. 90% of the quota for European 
Jewish immigration went unfilled 



THE HOME FRONT  

• World War II was Total War as war had 
become “a struggle in which each side 
strives to bring to bare against the 
enemy the coordinated power of every 
individual and of every material 
resource at its command.” 

• WWII finally ended the Great 
Depression as federal spending pumped 
money into the economy.  

1. In one year of WWII, more money was 
pumped into the economy than all of the 
New Deal agencies combined.  

2. 1939 Federal Budget = $9 Billion Dollars 
1945 Federal Budget = $100 Billion Dollars 

 



THE HOME FRONT 

• The West received a disproportionately 
larger sum of federal funds due to it 
being the staging ground for war in the 
Pacific  

• The West became an important 
manufacturing region and stood poised 
to become the nation’s fastest growing 
region after WWII 

• Union Membership increased during 
WWII as the government made sure that 
workers who started working at 
unionized defense plants would 
automatically join the union, and in 
return unions would not strike and 
accept limits on pay increases.  



THE HOME FRONT  

• Congress passed The Anti-Inflation Act (1942) which gave the 
government the authority to freeze agricultural prices, wages, 
salaries, and rents.  
– The Office of Price Administration (OPA) was in charge of price control 

and they did a good job as inflation was not a huge problem.  

 



THE HOME FRONT  

• In the 4 years of WWII, the government 
spent more money ($321 billion) which 
was twice what the government had 
spent in 150 years of existence. 

1. From 1941-1945, the national debt went up 
5X from $49 billion to $259 billion 

2. The government raised about half the 
revenues by selling bonds 

3. The government raised the rest of the 
money by drastically increasing income tax 
rates.  

4. In 1943, a withholding system from payroll 
deductions was started.  



THE HOME FRONT 

• By 1944, American factories were 
producing more than the 
government needed and twice as 
much as all of the Axis Powers 
combined.  

• The American Government 
pumped substantial funds into 
research and development 
beginning in 1940. 

1. Substantial advances were made in 
Radar and Sonar technology 

2. The first computers were 
developed to break German and 
Japanese codes. 



THE HOME FRONT  

• African Americans during WWII 
1. B lack leaders such as A. Philip 

Randolph started to insist that the 
government require companies that 
received defense contracts to integrate 
their workforces.  

2. After a threatened march by Randolph’s 
supporters, Roosevelt was forced to 
create a government agency (FEPC) to 
investigate discrimination against 
blacks 

 



THE HOME FRONT  

• African Americans during WWII 
3. Many blacks continues to migrate from 

the South to the North; more than 
during WWI. 

4. CORE – The Congress of Racial Equality 
mobilized popular resistance to 
discrimination. 

5. Over 700,000 blacks served bravely 
during WWII in segregated units.  

6. After WWII, fewer and fewer African 
Americans were willing to accept their 
status as second-class citizens 

 



THE HOME FRONT 
• Native Americans 

during World War II 
1. 25,000 Native Americans 

served.  

2. “Code-Talkers” used their 
own Indian languages 
which the enemy could not 
understand.  

3. The wartime emphasis on 
national unity led for a 
renewed attempt at 
assimilation.  

 



THE HOME FRONT 

• Mexican-Americans during World War II 
1. Large numbers of Mexicans entered the country in 

response to labor shortages in the West. 

2. Second largest group of migrants in American 
cities after the blacks.  

3. Over 300,000 Mexican-Americans fought in WWII. 

4. Tensions rose in Los Angeles between white 
residents and Mexican-American teenagers who 
took to wearing “zoot suits”. 

5. In June of 1943, there was a 4 day riot known as 
the Zoot Suit Riots as white sailors attacked zoot-
suiters; beating them, cutting off their hair, and 
burning their clothes 

6. When Hispanics tried to fight back, the police 
arrested them and passed a law prohibiting the 
wearing of zoot suits.  

 



THE HOME FRONT  

• Women and Children during WWII 
1. The number of women in the workforce 

increased 60% as they were 1/3 of paid 
workers. 

2. Many women entered the industrial 
workforce and “Rosie the Riveter” 
became an iconic symbol of working 
women during WWII 

3. 1/3 of all teenagers were employed 
during the war, and many were married 
younger and had children helping to 
lead to the post-war “Baby Boom” 



THE HOME FRONT  
• Internment of Japanese Americans 

1. There were only about 127,000 
Japanese Americans mostly in 
California, about 1/3 of them were 
Issei, or first generation immigrants, 
and 2/3 of them were Nisei, which were 
naturalized/native born citizens 

2. American propaganda had encouraged 
Americans to see the Japanese as cruel, 
treacherous, and devious people.  

3. In February of 1942, the president 
authorized the army to “intern the 
Japanese-Americans.” 



THE HOME FRONT 

• Internment of Japanese Americans 
4. More than 100,000 people were rounded up, 

told to dispose of their property, and moved to 
“relocation centers” which were essentially 
prisons.  

5. In 1944, the Supreme Court ruled in Korematsu v. 
U.S. that relocation camps were constitutional.  

6. By the end of the war, they were released and 
allowed to return to California where they 
continued to face harassment and persecution as 
well as the irretrievable loss of business and 
property.  
 

• WWII actually helped Chinese-Americans as the Chinese 
Exclusion Act of 1892 was lifted and discrimination 
against Chinese somewhat lessened as they were our 
ally.  



THE HOME FRONT  

• With the focus on the war effort 
much of the New Deal legislation was 
undone.  

• Most of the New Deal was 
dismantled as FDR now focused on 
winning the war and peace that 
would follow.  

• FDR was reelected in 1944 after 
accepting the less controversial and 
less liberal vice presidential 
candidate Harry S. Truman.  



THE END OF THE WAR 
• By 1944, Allied bombers were decimating Germany, and the cross-channel 

invasion finally took place.  

•  On June 6th, 1944, the largest amphibious invasion in history took place on the 
beaches of Normandy = D-Day 

• Americans and British advanced very rapidly and actually halted at the Elbe River 
to allow the Russians to occupy Eastern Germany and Czechoslovakia  

 



THE END OF THE 
WAR 

• By 1944, General MacArthur 
had landed in the Philippines 
and the Japanese fleet was 
crushed in the largest naval 
battle in history Leyte Gulf.  

• As American came closer to 
Japan, they suffered huge 
casualties; Iwo Jima = 20,000; 
Okinawa = 50,000. 

• The decision to drop the atomic 
bomb would be made by the 
new President Harry S. Truman 



THE END OF THE WAR 

• Albert Einstein had warned Roosevelt 
that the Germans were trying to develop 
an atomic weapon. 

• America launched The Manhattan Project 
with $2 billion budget with scientists in 
laboratories all over the country working 
on the top-secret project.  

• On July 16th, 1945, in Alamogordo, New 
Mexico, the first atomic bomb (Trinity) 
was exploded with tremendous force 



THE END OF THE WAR 

• Truman’s decision to drop the atomic 
bombs is one of the most debated in 
history.  

1. Many feel Japan would have surrendered 
shortly. 

2. Many feel Truman was trying to intimidate 
and send a message to Stalin and the USSR. 

3. Truman maintained to his dying days that 
the bomb was dropped to save American 
lives from an invasion of Japan 

4. One scientist wrote the president and said 
before the attack, “This thing must not be 
permitted to exist on this earth. We must 
not be the most hated and feared people in 
the world.” 



THE END OF THE WAR • On August 6th, 1945, the people of 
Hiroshima were the first victims of the 
atomic bomb, and Nagasaki was the 
second city to suffer the same fate on 
August 9th, 1945.  

• The greatest war in human history had 
come to an end and the United States 
emerged in a position of unprecedented 
power, influence, and prestige.  

• America suffered relatively light 
casualties and damage, as 322,000 
Americans died and another 800,000 
were wounded. 

• The World continued to face the 
menacing threat of nuclear war as 
antagonism would grow between the 
two superpowers the United States and 
the Soviet Union = Cold War 


